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Welcome to Book Club! The purpose of book clubs is to allow you (the students) to meet in small groups to discuss your responses and/or ideas in regards to the memoirs you are reading.  The book club approach enables you to engage in an authentic (real) personal and social experience of the memoir. In other words, you get to read the memoir and write your thoughts, ideas, and responses; make connections between the memoir and your life and the world around you; explore areas of interest or concern to you!! Then you get to share your thoughts with other readers, listen to their ideas, participate in an authentic discussion and reflect on what you have learned as a result of this experience. Your personal and social responsibilities are vital to the success of the book club experience so read this outline very carefully, asking questions along the way to ensure you understand everything! (See Student Responsibilities and Warnings that follow)
MEETING #1 

Date of the Meeting:_____________
Read to page: _____

Time/Day of turnitin.com submission of tickets: __________________________
Each of these tickets of admission is designed to help you think deeply about the memoir and issues that arise from it. In order to experience a rich and complex dialogue with your peers during each meeting it is vital that you complete the necessary reading, take time to think deeply about what you have read and complete both tickets of admission to the best of your ability. These tickets will lead to a rich and varied book club discussion. Your individual efforts will ignite a passionate discourse with your peers.
Tickets of Admission for Meeting #1(Literary Director & Discussion Director)
1) Literary Director Expectations: 

· Choose and copy 2 quotations from the assigned section of reading. Please don’t copy full pages, but rather select key portions of the text so your peers can refer to them. DO NOT SIMPLY REFER TO A PAGE NUMBER. TAKE THE TIME TO CHOOSE THE EXACT WORDS TO WHICH YOU WOULD LIKE TO REFER AND COPY THEM ACCURATELY. You may use ………. to eliminate unnecessary text. Choose quotations that you think are particularly interesting or significant. They may be selected for a variety of reasons:  character development, example of the writer’s style or technique, something you did not understand, interesting use of language, something that evoked a strong emotion or opinion, or led you to think critically etc…. Choose different quotations for different reasons. For example, you might choose one that challenges your thinking about an issue and one that provides a great example of the writer’s style. DO NOT CHOOSE 2 QUOTATIONS FROM THE SAME SECTION OR HIGHLIGHT THE SAME TOPIC OR DEMONSTRATE THE SAME REASON.

· Record the page numbers of each quotation so your peers can refer to them.

· Make detailed point form notes on why you selected each of these 2 quotations. You will be evaluated on your depth and breadth of thought. These are a minimum of 200 words each!!!

· Include word count for each of your point form notes. (Highlight point form notes; click on Tools; click on Word Count.)

· Bring a hard copy of quotations and point form notes to the meeting to read-aloud both quotations and your point form notes. 

· Save a copy of this at home from which to refer when completing your book club report and essay.

· Length: minimum of 200 words for each of your point form notes for a total of 400+. DO NOT INCLUDE THE QUOTATIONS IN YOUR WORD COUNT!!
2) Discussion Director Expectations:  
· Prepare 2 questions about the assigned reading.  The questions should NOT be content questions (questions that have a correct answer) or obvious yes/no questions (questions that require a simple yes or no answer).  Discussion questions should invite your peers to respond and reflect. They should require a great deal of thought to answer. Compose questions that inspire you to debate issues of great importance. If there is an easy answer to your question, it is NOT a good question.

· Prepare thoughtful and detailed point form answers to each question. Most good questions have several possible answers. Demonstrate the depth and breadth of your thoughts in these answers. Consider multiple points-of-view, your own biases and life experiences.

· Length: minimum of 200 words for your questions and answers. 

MEETING #2 

Date of the Meeting:_____________
Read to END

Time/Day of turnitin.com submission of tickets: __________________________
Tickets of Admission for Meeting #2 (Discussion Director & Critical Thinker):
1)
Research Director Expectations: 
· Find one of the following short texts: poem, song, news or magazine article, editorial, chapter (or excerpt) of a non-fiction book, speech, etc.. that enriches your understanding of some important aspect of the world of the memoir. 
· Bring a hard copy of the other text to the meeting.

· Highlight key passages of this text to assist your peers in scanning the text as you speak.

· Explain what you wanted/needed to understand better. 

· Write a commentary on how/why it has enriched your experience of the memoir.  Be sure to be very specific about what you know understand better/deeper about the world of the memoir.
· Include the research text with your ticket.
· Length: minimum of 300 words for your commentary.  DO NOT INCLUDE THE RESEARCH TEXT IN YOUR WORD COUNT!!

2) Critical Thinker Expectations:
· Choose any 2 sets of questions from the Critical Thinking Questions below.

· Prepare thoughtful and detailed point form answers to each question. Most good questions have several possible answers. Demonstrate the depth and breadth of your thoughts in these answers. Consider multiple points-of-view, your own biases and life experiences.

· Make direct reference to events, people and dialogue in this memoir to support your answers.

· Length: minimum of 200 words for your questions and answers. 

Critical Thinking Questions:

1) Which of your own personal biases is most influencing your thinking about topics that arise in this memoir? In what ways is this bias affecting your thinking?

2) In what ways is the world of this memoir significantly different than the world in which you live? Explain a few significant differences and how they influence your views.

3) Is any person in this memoir acting in ways that are in opposition with what his/her society seems to expect of him/her? Explain how. Explain why this is of interest to you.

4) What biases do you detect from the writer of this memoir? Find evidence to support each bias. Explain your thinking.

5) How would another important person in this memoir write about the events? How would his/her views differ from the writer? Explain your thinking.

6) Who has power in the world of this memoir? What kind of power does he/she have? Explain your thinking.

7) Who does not have power in the world of this memoir? Who/what prevents him/her from having power? Explain your thinking.

8) What specific values and beliefs are different or similar to those you hold? In what ways are they different or similar? Explain your thinking.

9) Who in the world of this memoir benefits as a consequence of their gender, class, religion, or race? Explain your thinking.

10) Who in the world of this memoir suffers as a consequence of their gender, class, religion, or race? Explain your thinking.

Book Club Essay 

Due Date: _______________________
Following the final book club meeting, you must submit a final essay in which you explain how your understanding of the memoir was affirmed, challenged or enriched by your participation in the book club meetings. DO NOT SIMPLY EXPLAIN WHAT HAPPENS IN THE MEMOIR! DO NOT SIMPLY EXPLAIN YOUR OWN THINKING IN ISOLATION!!!

Expectations for Essay: 

· summarize the 3-4 discussion topics that you believe led to your strongest critical thinking

· cite specific peers by name, their insights, your collective discussions, key questions and passages explored

· complete each discussion topic by explaining your enriched thinking about this topic

· include discussion topics from either or both meetings 1 or 2
· MLA format is required 

· Works Cited page is required. Remember to include primary text (memoir), research text(s), and peers’ contributions. 
· Length: minimum 800 words
Book Club Tickets of Admission Rubric (Reading Strand)

 
	Criteria
	Assessment

	1. Conveys evidence that required reading has been completed and              

       conveys evidence of an authentic encounter with the text                                                                                                                                                        
	0  1  2  3  4

0  1  2  3  4

	2. Demonstrates accurate and relevant knowledge of memoir                         

providing support from both the text, self, other texts and the                   

world                                                                                                                                  
	0  1  2  3  4

0  1  2  3  4

	3. Communicates personal thoughts and ideas with critical insight - forms   logical analysis and conclusions, demonstrates an awareness of own and peers’ point-of-view (perspective, bias, critical lens)
	0  1  2  3  4

0  1  2  3  4

	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
	_______/10





Book Club Participation Rubric(Oral Strand)
	Criteria
	Assessment

	Knowledge and Understanding
	

	Demonstrates complete, accurate and detailed knowledge of memoir

Presents own ideas and views, with relevant supporting details, examples, or illustrations 
	0  1  2  3  4

	Thinking
	

	Formulates logical analysis, generalizations, and conclusions

Responds to book talk with relevant, well-chosen evidence and ideas

Shows critical listening skills by making connections to ideas from peers, commenting on or asking questions about them 

Comments on personal perspectives and/or biases and those of the writer and other readers
	0  1  2  3  4

	Communication
	

	Organizes and expresses ideas clearly and logically

Uses appropriate diction and tone

Speaks audibly and clearly

Uses appropriate non verbal cues (facial expression, gestures, eye contact)

Uses correct language and grammar
	0  1  2  3  4



	Application
	

	Observes courteous manner, taking turns speaking and listening

Demonstrates interpersonal speaking strategies, exhibiting sensitivity to cultural differences
Demonstrates mature critical literacy and metacognition (comments with growing understanding on any questions raised about beliefs, values, identity, and power)

Makes connections within and between various contexts (personal knowledge and experience, other texts, other readers, the world outside of school)
	0  1  2  3  4



	FINAL MARK
	_______/10


Comment(s):



Book Club Essay Rubric

(Writing Strand)

Memoir: _______________________________

Name:
 ______________   _________________


	Criteria
	Assessment

	Knowledge and Understanding


	

	Demonstrates accurate and detailed knowledge of memoir
	0  1  2  3  4

	Presents own ideas and views, with relevant supporting details, examples, or illustrations 
	0  1  2  3  4

	Demonstrates knowledge of the structural elements of expository essay (thesis, introductory and concluding sentences etc…)
	0  1  2  3  4

	Thinking


	

	Formulates logical analysis, generalizations, and conclusions
	0  1  2  3  4

	Responds to book talk with relevant, well-chosen evidence and ideas
	0  1  2  3  4

	Shows critical listening skills by making connections to ideas from peers, commenting on or asking questions about them 
	0  1  2  3  4

	Comments on perspectives and/or biases of either the writer of the memoir or peers in the book talk
	0  1  2  3  4

	Communication


	

	Organizes and expresses ideas clearly and logically
	0  1  2  3  4

	Uses appropriate language, tone, voice, style, point of view to enhance the artistry of the writing
	0  1  2  3  4

	Uses correct grammar, spelling and punctuation
	0  1  2  3  4

	Application


	

	Makes connections within and between various contexts (personal knowledge and experience, other texts, other readers, the world outside of school)
	0  1  2  3  4

	Demonstrates mature critical literacy and metacognition (comments with growing understanding on any questions raised about beliefs, values, identity, and power)
	0  1  2  3  4

	FINAL MARK


	_______/100


Key: 0 = below level (0-49); 1 = limited (50-59); 2 = some (60-69); 

3 = considerable (70-79); 4 = thorough or with a high degree (80-100)

Comments: 
Teacher Responsibilities:
1. Negotiate book club meeting days with students well in advance to ensure there are no conflicts.

2. Provide in-class time before each meeting to ensure that students have ample time to both complete the required reading and to conference with the teacher as necessary.

3. Check both ‘tickets of admission’ at the door. 

4. Ensure each ticket is the required length and appears to be an honest reflection of the students’ best efforts.

5. Move around the room facilitating the discussions within each book club and evaluating students’ oral participation. 
Student Responsibilities:
1. Complete required reading.

2. Show up on time! (The meetings will begin without you.)

3. Bring the following: lined paper to make notes, a hard copy of the required ‘tickets of admission’, a pen, the memoir, a hard copy of the research and an open mind.

4. Take time to create thought provoking ‘tickets of admission’ as the success of the meetings and subsequent essay will depend on the quality of these tickets.

5. Ensure each ticket meets the minimum required length.
6. Read your tickets aloud, listen respectfully to the work of your peers, engage in a thought provoking discussion and make personal notes to help with your book club report and essay.

7. Not Done: You will be asked to work independently to complete either their tickets or required reading. 
Warnings: 

· If you chose not to attend the 1st meeting or come unprepared you will lose both the oral mark and the Book Club Report mark for that day. 

· If you chose not to attend the 2nd meeting or come unprepared you will lose that oral mark and severely impede your ability to write the Book Club Essay. 

· If you chose not to come to both meetings or come unprepared, you will be unable to participate and therefore unable to complete all other components of this unit. 

· Once the meetings have begun, you will not be admitted.
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