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Speech Writing: Process, Research & Outline
Step 1: Choose your topic question and create your hypothesis. You should feel passionately about it, it should be controversial; it should be of interest to your class.
My hypothesis (tentative thesis) is ________________________________________________________________________

Step 2: Create a T- Chart from your prior knowledge and discussion with friends. Roughly outline major arguments from both sides. 
 If you can not see the other side, then this question may not be controversial enough. It may be wise to choose another.  Or, perhaps you have an unreasonable bias. 
	Side A 
	Side B

	-

-

-

-

-


	-

-

-

-

-


Step 3: Circle or check the side of the argument that you would like to argue. 
*Remember, you must argue only one side.  You may briefly address the other side only if this is to refute this point strongly.  (NB. Avoid any reference to the other side on your literacy test)
Step 4: Rate your arguments 1-5 on the T chart (above) and list the top 3 (bellow)
Number your arguments from 1 to 5.  1 is the strongest point and 5 is the most weak, unclear, or biased point. A 5 may also be something that you foresee that you simply can not back up with any evidence or appeals. 
	
	Why is this a strong argument? Does this appeal to the head or the heart?

	Point 1:
	

	Point 2:
	

	Part 3:
	


Step 5: Research your strongest 3 points using at least 4 different sources. (Keep a record of your reliable sources) 
It is important that you keep documentation of the sources that you use.  You must be using information that is reliable.  For instance, Ask.com is not a reliable source as the information expressed is simply opinion.  No one edits these comments.  Wikipedia is acceptable as it is thoroughly peer edited; however, it should not be your only source.  Aim to have at least one book amongst your sources as these must be edited before publication.  Newspapers, encyclopedias, magazines, are acceptable sources. 

Step 6: Create an outline. 

1. Convince your audience of your point!: Use a variety of appeals to do so.
2. Avoid logical fallacies.

3. Use literary devices that appeal to your audience.
***Step 5 Research: You are encouraged to attach more research***

 (Magazine, Encyclopedia, Books, Newspapers etc)

Author:

Title:

Date/ Year:

City:

Publisher:

	


URL:

Title of article on site:

Author or organization:

Last updated:
	


URL:

Title of article on site:

Author or organization:

	


Last updated:

URL:

Title of article on site:

Author or organization:

	


Last updated:

Step 6: Speech Outline
Introduction Paragraph: 

Hook/ Lead: 

Thesis (revised hypothesis): 
Organization: (Prove thesis by points 1,2,3)
1.
2.

3. 

Body Paragraph 1:

Topic sentence (mini-thesis proves thesis but is more specific): ________________________________________________________________________

Organization sentence: (What 3 arguments will you use to prove your topic sentence?)
________________________________________________________________________

Evidence/ appeals: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Conclusion sentence for this topic:  (What did you prove?)

________________________________________________________________________

Body Paragraph 2:

Topic sentence (mini-thesis proves thesis but is more specific): ________________________________________________________________________

Organization sentence: (What 3 arguments will you use to prove your topic sentence?)

________________________________________________________________________

Evidence/ appeals: 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Conclusion sentence for this topic:  (What did you prove?)

________________________________________________________________________

Body Paragraph 3:

Topic sentence (mini-thesis proves thesis but is more specific): ________________________________________________________________________

Organization sentence: (What 3 arguments will you use to prove your topic sentence?)

________________________________________________________________________

Evidence/ appeals: 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Conclusion sentence for this topic:  (What did you prove?)

________________________________________________________________________
Conclusion Paragraph:
Thesis in new words:

________________________________________________________________________
The 3 major points that you used to prove your thesis:

________________________________________________________________________
Footnotes (leave people thinking):
________________________________________________________________________
PAGE  
7

