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Name : _____________________


Writer’s Craft: Research a Writer (RAW)

Choose a writer whose work you admire. Your “writer” can be a novelist, journalist/columnist, screenwriter, philosopher, playwright, or even a comedian! Your writer must be a recognized, published figure in his/her field; he/she should be nationally or internationally acclaimed.

Research and compile your writer’s personal history and professional accomplishments. Once you have a burgeoning portfolio of research, organize it in an attractive and logical fashion for someone (me) to read! Buy a scrapbook and put it all together!
Your key areas of focus should be:
· What is it about his/her work that contributes to his/her legacy (gift; what is left behind by predecessor) and status, impact and/ or importance within his/her chosen genre or category of writing?

· Try to find as much information as possible on the process and procedure of this writer’s writing, as well as this writer’s and others’ opinions on “the work” and how it gets done, and “what it all means”.  This includes critics on the writer, reviewers on the writer and interview(s) with the writer.
· You must include a chronological bibliography (earliest published work first, most recent last) as a key part of your finished scrapbook. Refer to the “How to Cite References” handout for proper formatting. Use the same handout to cite all research references used in the compilation of your scrapbook. 
· Annotate your bibliography by including a short critique of (3) works, explaining why each one is a turning point/exceptional piece in this writer’s canon. Each entry need not be longer than a short paragraph, but should illuminate the work in question, and comment on its significance:

Each one of the following approaches MUST be used for your annotated bibliography:

· Personal: why you like/identify/are “bowled over” by this particular work

· Social/Cultural: how this work addresses the zeitgeist (the way the cultural wind is blowing) of the time in which it was written

· Critical: how/why critics think this is the author's definitive/best work

Ultimately, you are hoping to compile a collection of information on a writer, which will show you (and me) just what it might be like to be a writer for a living!

Good luck and happy researching!

DUE DATE: Thursday, October 5
How to Cite References For Your:

 (1) Author Bibliography  






           
(2)Works Cited page

Source Type:

Books:
Author’s Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. Medium of Publication.
EXAMPLE:

Henley, Patricia. The Hummingbird House. Denver: MacMurray, 1999. Print.
Articles (Magazine or Newspaper):

Author’s Last Name, First Name. “Title of the Article.” Title of the Periodical Day Month Year: Pages. Medium of Publication.  
EXAMPLE:
Poniewozik, James. "TV Makes a Too-Close Call." Time 20 Nov. 2000: 70-71. Print.
Albums (CD’s):
Last Name, First Name. “Song Name.” By Composer Name. Album Title. Label Name, Year.

EXAMPLE:

Crosby, Bing. “White Christimas.” By Irving Berlin. Merry Christmas. Decca, 1942.

Films:

Film title. Director’s First Name Last Name. Distributor, Year of Release. Medium.
EXAMPLE:

The Movie. Dir. John Smith. Columbia, 2009. Film.
Television/Radio Program:

“Episode Title.” Program/Series Name. Network. Original Broadcast Date. Medium.
EXAMPLE:
“The Highlights of 100.” Seinfeld. Fox. 17 Feb. 2009. Television.
Interviews:

Last Name, First Name. Interview by First Name Last Name. Publication Information. Medium.
EXAMPLE:

Jolie, Angelina. “Being a Mother.” 60 Minutes. CBS. WCBS, New York: 3 Feb. 2009. Television.

Internet:

Editor, Author, or the Compiler Last Name, First Name. Name of Site. Version Number. Name of Institution/organization (Sponsor or Publisher), Publication Date. Medium of Publication. Date you accessed the site.
EXAMPLE:

Smith, John. “Obama inaugurated as President.” CNN.com. Cable News Network, 21 Jan. 2009. Web. 1 Feb. 2009.
** Use this guide for your own research citations as well **

