EWC 4U1

Name: _______________


The Idea Bank

Writing Assignments to hone your skills (and maybe even create new ones!) Include for evaluation in the “back half” of your Writer’s Notebook.

These are exercises; they do not need to be polished/redrafted/revised/or even typed! Just “take an honest stab” at each one, and include in your notebook. 

General Guidelines:

You must complete assignments in each category, as prescribed below:
	SECTION:
	PART:

	Fiction
	A: Characterization – Complete 1 out of the 3 options



	
	B: Dialogue  - Complete 2 out of the 5 options



	
	C: Plotting & Storytelling – Complete 2 out of the 5 options



	
	TOTAL # OF FICTION WRITING PIECES: 5



	Non-Fiction
	Complete 1 out of the 8 options



	
	TOTAL # OF NON-FICTION WRITING PIECES: 1




Suggested Length Guidelines for each assignment:
	Fiction:
	Word Count:
	Non-Fiction
	Word Count:

	Characterization 1
	600-1000
	Non-Fiction 1
	500

	Characterization 2
	800-1400
	Non-Fiction 2
	500-1000

	Characterization 3
	800-1600
	Non-Fiction 3
	400

	Dialogue 1
	200-300
	Non-Fiction 4
	300-600

	Dialogue 2
	200-300
	Non-Fiction 5
	400-1000

	Dialogue 3
	200-300
	Non-Fiction 6
	300-600

	Dialogue 4
	300-500
	Non-Fiction 7
	100-250

	Dialogue 5
	200-300
	Non-Fiction 8
	500-800

	Plotting & Storytelling 1
	400-1000

	Plotting & Storytelling 2
	1000-2000

	Plotting & Storytelling 3
	300-600

	Plotting & Storytelling 4
	400-1000

	Plotting & Storytelling 5
	40-50 lines or 300-600 words


Start today!
I. Fiction

A) Characterization:

1. Write a fictional interview with an acquaintance, a famous figure or a fictional character. Do it in the style of an appropriate (or inappropriate) magazine or publication such as Time, People, Rolling Stone, Cosmopolitan, Seventeen or Maxim. Include a copy of the magazine interview you used as a model for your format and style.

2. Keep a diary of a fictional character over a “fictional” period of one month. Use a

guideline of 2 entries per week, of various lengths, for a total of 8 entries.

3. Write a single chapter of a novel, the purpose of this chapter being the introduction of  a new character. Use a blend of description and dialogue to bring this character to life.

B) Dialogue:

1. Remember an old argument you had with another person. Write about the argument from the point of view of the other person. Remember that the idea is to see the argument from their perspective, not your own. This is an exercise in voice, not in proving yourself right or wrong.

2. Sit in a restaurant or a crowded area and write down the snippets of conversation you hear. Listen to the people around you -- how they talk and what words they use. Once you have done this, you can practice finishing their conversations. Write your version of what comes next in the conversation. Match their style.  (3 separate conversations)

3.  Write a scene in which one person is listening to two other people have an argument or discussion. For example, a child listening to her parents argue about money. Have the third character narrate the argument and explain what is going on, but have the other two provide the entire dialogue. It is not necessary to have the narrator understand the argument completely (miscommunication is a major aspect of dialogue).

4.  Write a scene in which one person tells another person a story. Make sure that you write it as a dialogue and not just a first person narrative, but clearly have one person telling the story and the other person listening and asking questions or making comments. The purpose of this scene will be both to have the story stand alone as a subject, and to have the characters’ reactions to the story be the focal point of the scene. 

5.  Write a conversation in which no character speaks more than three words per line of dialogue. Again, avoid crutches such as explaining everything they say through narration. Use your narration to enhance the scene, not explain the dialogue. 

C) Plotting and Storytelling:
1.  Try to identify your earliest childhood memory. Write down everything you can remember about it. Rewrite it as a scene. You may choose to do this from your current perspective or from the perspective you had at that age.

2.  Pick up a newspaper or supermarket tabloid. Scan the articles until you find one that interests you and use it as the basis for a long scene or brief short story.

3.  Tell the story of a song. Choose a longer classical or jazz instrumental piece. Include a copy of the song with your submitted narrative.

4.  Tell the story of an image. Your written piece here is based on a work of visual art (photo, painting, sculpture). Include the visual art with your submitted narrative.

5. Adapt a poem to prose or vice-versa. Include the source work with your submission.

II.  Non- Fiction

1.  Write a 500-word biography of your life to date.

2.  Write your obituary. List all of your life’s accomplishments. You can write it as if you died today or even fifty or more years in the future. Use the Globe and Mail’s Lives Lived as your model (column on back page of front page each day in this paper).

3.  Write a 400-word description of your bedroom.

4.  Write to appeal to a specific emotion. Try to make the reader feel and thus experience sadness, elation, jealousy, rage, infatuation, etc. 

5. Study several film reviews and then write one of your own. Include 3 printed reviews of the same film (newspaper or internet: try imdb.com, “external reviews” sidebar.

6. Read a controversial article and write an ideologically opposed opinion piece.

7. Choose a local or regional newspaper/magazine and write a letter to the editor, with

the specific aim of having the letter published (100-250 words). You have successfully

completed this assignment when you can clip your published letter to a draft printout. 

8.  Write an article detailing the creation/progression of your favourite sport/hobby.

