Ms. Ibsen

English


What does Shakespeare and Slim Shady have in common?: Rhetorical Devices: Sound and Image

The following Literary Devices are tools that authors use to make the reader pay more attention to important themes or moments. They appeal to our ear by creating certain sound [alliteration, onomatopoeia etc.]  Or, they may appeal to our inner-eye by creating images [metaphor, simile, hyperbole, personification, symbol].
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	Some Literary Devices
	Description
	Example



	Onomatopoeia
	When a word actually sounds like the sound it is describing. 
	Our friends, Snap, Crackle, and Pop, are all examples.



	Alliteration 


	A phrase with a string of words that all begin with the same sound.
	Five freaky females finding sales at retail.

	Metaphor

	A comparison between two or more things that does not use the words like or as.
	Juliet is the Sun.

	Simile
	A comparison between two or more things using the words like or as.
	I move fast like a cheetah on the Serengeti.

	Hyperbole

	An exaggeration
	It was one million degrees out today!

	Personification
	Giving an animal or an object human-like characteristic.
	The desert missed the rain.

	Symbol

	Something that stands for something else.
	In Tupac’s song “Me and my girlfriend,” the ‘girlfriend’ referenced is actually his gun.

	Assonance
	The repetition of vowel sounds in words that are close together.
	There probably was a problem at the post office or somethin’

	Cacophony
	The use of words that have a harsh or discordant sound.
	'Twas brillig, and the slithy toves 
Did gyre and gimble in the wabe; 
All mimsy were the borogoves, 
And the mome raths outgrabe.

	Rhyme Scheme
	The pattern or connection that is found at the end of each line of poetry.
	Still I see no changes can't a brother get a little peace
It's war on the streets & the war in the Middle East
 
And I ain't never did a crime I ain't have to do
But now I'm back with the facts givin' it back to you

___________________________________________

My brain's dead weight, I'm trying to get my head straight
But I can't figure out which Spice Girl I want to impregnate
And Dr. Dre said, "Slim Shady you a basehead!"
Uh-uhhh! "So why's your face red? Man you wasted!"



	Apostrophe
	A figure of speech in which the speaker addresses the absent or inanimate as if present and able to understand. 
	“Twinkle, Twinkle little star how I wonder what you are.”


***As you can see from the examples, these devices have been used since before the English language was formed and it is also used by current artists.  
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Only using headphones, compete with your neighbour to see how many of these literary devices you can find in your favorite song. 
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