ENG 3U

Book Club/Literature Circle Guidelines

1. Select your novel choices for the Book Club. Please keep in mind that you may not get the chance to read your first choice. (Sorry!)

2. Join the other people who are reading the same book as you.  This is your Book Club.  You should exchange phone numbers/email addresses in case you need to communicate with each other outside of class time.

3. Get organized.  You should indicate your roles/responsibilities for each week’s Book Club meeting.

4. As a group, “chunk” the book into 5 different sections using Post-its.  Each week you must ONLY read up to your next bookmark.  DO NOT READ AHEAD!

5. Every Wednesday for the next five weeks, you will be gathering in your literature circles.  For every class, you must have your response for your assigned role completed *(see handout for these roles).  This must be completed before the club meets in order for it to be used during the literature circle.  You should decide who would be responsible for each role for the next week at the end of your weekly Book Club meeting.  Another option is to organize this on the first day and write this information onto the inside cover of your folder so that it can be accessed at all times by members of your group. No two members can discuss the same topic for the same section.

6. Each week, when your group meets, you will share your individual work.  I will come around to check that each student has fulfilled their role for that particular week. (E.g. connector, discussion director, literary luminary).    For each response that is completed you will receive a mark of 10/10.  If the response is only half complete, you will receive a mark of zero.  It’s all or nothing!  If you have not completed your work, you will not be able to participate in your group discussion and you will receive a mark of zero for that particular week.  Absence will also result in a zero unless you bring a note and get the task to your group ahead of time. 
7. At the end of the five weeks, your group will choose the best response from each group member and present the responses to the class.  Each response must cover different sections of your novel.  This will be handed in for marks, so the group might want to edit the responses together, prior to their submission. (The marks for this will be discussed more completely later)
8. The presentation at the end of the five weeks will include a discussion of the responses, plot summary, background information, background on the author, opinions on the text and an original aspect that you wish to bring into your presentation.  As always, visuals must be included (and showing the class the book does NOT count as a visual)!

Mark Breakdown:


Writing Strand & Oral communication
(Weekly mark)


/50

Oral communication/Media
(Presentation)



/30

CONNECTOR

Your job is to find connections between the novel and the world outside.  You should connect the reading to a variety of events including: your own life, to happenings at the school or in the community, to a similar event at other times and places, to other people or problems that you are reminded of.  You might also see connections between this book and other writings on the same topic or by the same author.  Connections could also be made with films based on a similar theme.  There are no right answers here—whatever the reading connects you with is worth sharing.

· This role requires a lot of thought and cannot be completed in one sitting
· Write notes to yourself as you review the section of the study

· Watch the news and scan the newspapers and magazines to make connections to the real world around us.

· FOR EACH CONNECTION, BE SPECIFIC. You must go into detail and write about each connection in full.  For example, if you are comparing and event in the book to something in our school or community or history, you must explain HOW they are connected. USE AS MUCH DETAIL AS POSSIBLE

· Each connection must be written and explained in proper paragraph form.  You should aim to make four paragraphs.  You may focus on two connections and develop them completely from different angles, or you may select four different connections.  Complete this writing on a separate sheet of paper

Some connections I found between this reading and other people, places, events…

1. source/ event:__________________________________________________________________
Explain:
2. source/ event:__________________________________________________________________
Explain:

3. source/ event:__________________________________________________________________
Explain:

4. source/ event:__________________________________________________________________
Explain:
5. source/ event:__________________________________________________________________
Explain:
6. source/ event:__________________________________________________________________
Explain:

DISCUSSION DIRECTOR

Your job is to develop a list of questions that your group might want to discuss about this part of the novel.  Don’t worry about the small details: your task is to help your peers talk over the big ideas in the reading and share their reactions.  Usually the best discussion questions come from your own thoughts, feelings and concerns as you read.  You can list them below after reviewing the section. The questions can not be yes or no questions, or they will not start a discussion. In forming your questions make sure that your questions are “deep” versus “surface” questions and that some (if not all) questions should relate to the specific material in the book.
It is also your job to focus the discussion.  You may choose to start your discussion with your questions or have the other group members share their roles.

AFTER EACH QUESTION, INCLUDE YOUR ANSWER.   I want to see that you have given your questions a lot of thought, and that you prepare to discuss to your answer.  Organize your answers in proper paragraph form.

Discussion questions:

1.Q:___________________________________________________________________

A:
2. Q:___________________________________________________________________

A:

3. Q:___________________________________________________________________

A:

4. Q:___________________________________________________________________

A:

5. Q:___________________________________________________________________

A:

Literary Luminary

Your job is to locate few special sections of the text that your group would like to read aloud.  The idea is to help people remember some interesting, powerful, humorous, puzzling or important sections of the text.  You decide which passages or paragraphs are worth hearing and then explain why they should be shared.

CHOOSE AT LEAST FOUR PASSAGES to discuss. I will be evaluating your WRITTEN EXPLANATION of why you chose these passages, and each explanation must be detailed and organized into separate paragraphs. You should prepare at least four short paragraphs.

Your group will discuss the passage.  Share your explanation as well with the group. 
(Use other paper if needed)
1. Page and Paragraph #:
2. Page and Paragraph #:
3. Page and Paragraph #:

4. Page and Paragraph #:
Reason for picking page and paragraph 1
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Reason for picking page and paragraph 2
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Reason for picking page and paragraph 3
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Reason for picking page and paragraph 5
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
ILLUSTRATOR

Your job is to draw some kind of picture/s related to the reading.  It can be a sketch, cartoon, diagram flow chart etc.  You can draw a picture of something that’s discussed specifically in your book, or something that the reading reminded you of, or a picture that conveys any idea or feeling you got from the reading.  Any kind of drawing or graphic is OK- you can even label things with words if that helps.You must be able to relate the picture to the novel.

There is a WRITTEN COMPONENT to this role.  On the back of your picture or on a separate sheet of paper you must explain the following:  


-a clear explanation of what your picture represents


-why you drew what you did

Explain each aspect in a complete paragraph, for a total of two paragraphs.

When the Discussion Director invites your participation, you may show your picture to the group.  One at a time, they get to speculate what your picture means, to connect the drawing to their own ideas about the reading.  After everyone has had their say, you get the last word.  Tell them what your picture means, where it came from or what it represents to you.

SYNOPSIS MAKER

Your job is to give the group a synopsis of the section of the book you are studying.  This means that you are going to briefly go through the events of today’s reading and give an itemized synopsis of everything that is important to know and understand about the content, characters, plot, setting, conflicts, foreshadowing, turning point and theme.  Focus on the message of the sections.

Your summary should be detailed and complete.

You should include information listed above, but also include some stylistic characteristics that the author chose to use.  Examine stereotypes, images, description, and dialect.  Explain why they are useful.

You will share your summary with the group.

